
If you can dream it, you can do it. 
—Walt Disney 

Cultural Society 
Language Honor Society 

Designed by Jeffrey Hsi, 2009 

Valley Stream South High School  
is proud to present 

Date: Saturday March 7, 2009 
T ime: 6:00 - 9:00  PM 

Cultural Dinner 
Theater  

(Disney Style) 



PAGE 2 

A letter from the President... 

Family and Friends of the Cultural Society, 
 
The Cultural Society welcomes you all to the 3rd Annual Cultural 
Dinner Theater.  Each year the Cultural Society continues to 
grow with the support of our advisor, Mr. Jeffrey Hsi. Last se-
mester, our nearly two hundred members have participated in 
both dance and origami workshops, as well as Potluck Dinner 
Movie Nights.   
 
As a club, we have made great strides not only to spread the 
traditions of different cultures, but to also give back to the com-
munity that has supported us.  Last month, The Cultural Society 
hosted South’s largest charity event ever, the St. Baldrick’s 
Foundation, which raises money to combat children’s cancer.  
Over sixty volunteers raised almost $17,000 by shaving their 
heads for charity, while The Cultural Society helped by spear-
heading the fundraising efforts. As we grow and prosper, we are 
determined to spread our values as a society beyond South’s 
walls; St. Baldrick’s was just our first step.   
 
This year, we have continued our collaboration with the Lan-
guage Honor Society to put together the skillfully created Din-
ner Theater skits. With the inclusion of an additional language, 
we hope that you enjoy the show and absorb a little bit of the 
culture! 

 
Sincerely,  
 
Michael Hung 
President 
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Valley Stream South H.S. 
 

Ms. Maureen P. Henry 
Principal 

Ms. Lori M. Tintella 
Assistant Principal 

Ms. Kara D. Jacobson 
Assistant Principal 

Ms. Jennifer Schultz 
Student Activities Coordinator 

 
                                    

Administration 
Dr. Marc F. Bernstein 

Superintendent of Schools 
Dr. Thomas Troisi 

Assistant Superintendent  
Curriculum & Instruction 
Mr. William Heidenreich 

Assistant Superintendent  
Personnel & Administration 

Mr. Wayne Loper  
 Assistant Superintendent 

Finance & Operations 
 

VSCHSD Board of Education 
 

Hon. Jeanne Greco Jacobs, President 
Hon. Lawrence Trogel, Vice President 

Hon. Paul DePace 
Hon. Kenneth Cummings 

Hon. Elise Antonelli 
Hon. Frank Chiachiere, Ph.D 

Hon. Cristobal Stewart 
Hon. Anthony Iadevaio 
Hon. William P. Stris 
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Valley Stream South H.S. 
 

Mr. Jeffrey Hsi 
Cultural Society Advisor 
Ms. Filomena Spinelli 

Language Honor Society Advisor 
 

Cultural Society Officers 
 Michael Hung   President 
 Nicholas Chong  Vice President 
 Amy Evron    Vice President 
 Saba Kabir   Vice President 
 Christian O’Brien  Vice President 

                                  
Special Thanks to: 

 
Mrs. Ellen Hsi - Assistant Advisor 

Mr. Jeffrey Hsi - Editor, Music and Sound FX 
Ms. Laura Santamaria - Choreography 

Ms. Paulette Lowe - Art Supplies 
Ms. Ellen Bongo - Dinner Supplies 

Mr. Ross Lipsky - Emcee and Sound 
Jonathan Topol - Lighting 

Saba Kabir and Lisa Benison - Set Design 
Christine Rai - Costume Design 

Set Design Crew 
Stage Crew 

Falcon Report Crew 
Parents Club 

Chinese Lion Dance Troupe 
Chinese Yo-Yo Troupe 

Local Restaurants (see pp. 18-32) 
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A letter from the President of the  

Language Honor Society... 

Welcome All! 
 
Thank you for coming to our 3rd Annual Dinner Theater! This is 
one of the events that we take the most pride in.  By incorporat-
ing different elements from their cultures, students are able to 
display their creativity and build leadership skills through their 
performances. Culture Society has been striving in all the 
events here at South or events helping others, such as our St. 
Baldrick's event.  
 
And so, the Language Honor Society combines its members 
and assistance with the Cultural Society to make Dinner Thea-
ter a success. We have active participants from both the Honor 
Society and Cultural Society to make this year's Dinner Theater 
the most entertaining and creative yet! With so much more help 
this year than ever before, you will see why this is one of our 
most unique and exciting events! 
 
We have worked for months on the elaborate scripts, stunning 
choreography, stellar acting and our beautiful sets. This show 
takes a lot of dedication, hard work and most importantly time. 
Finally, as our performers are ready to take the stage, enjoy our 
wide arrangement of foods, sit back, relax, and remember to 
enjoy the show! 
 
Thank You 
 
Veronica Bohorquez 
President of the Language Honor Society 
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Come watch World Culture Night  
Friday, May 29th, 2009 

 
    6:30 pm — 9:00 pm 
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Dinner     6:00-7:20 
 
 
English     7:30-7:40 
 
 
Chinese     7:40-7:55 
 
 
Spanish               7:55-8:10 
 
 
Italian      8:10-8:25 
 
 
Bollywood     8:25-8:40 
 
 
Hebrew     8:40-8:55 
 
 
 
 

Enjoy the Show! 
 
 

 

Schedule of the  Evening 
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Background: 
 
Theater in the United States is based on the Western tra-
dition, mostly borrowed from the performance styles 
prevalent in Europe. Today, it is heavily interlaced with 
American literature, film and music and it is not uncom-
mon for a single story to appear in all forms. Regions with 
significant music scenes often have strong theater and 
comedy traditions as well. Musical theater may be the 
most popular form: it is certainly the most colorful, as cho-
reographed motions pioneered on stage have found their 
way onto movie and television screens.  
 
Summary: 
 
Every Disney movie concludes in a happy fairy tale ending.  
The events always unfold in a way so that the heroes tri-
umph while the villains are defeated. Tired of the abuse, 
the Disney villains attend their first Bad Guys Anonymous 
(BGA) meeting, in which they discuss their problems and 
how they want to reform their errant ways.   
 
However, a vile Villain soon crashes their meeting and in-
fluences them to engage in conspiracy to ruin the Disney 
movies forever.  What if the movies don’t go as originally 
planned?  What if the sequence of events are now altered 
towards the villain’s favor?  
 
Is there a Heroine out there who can save the Disney mov-
ies from ruin?  

 PAGE 31 

Thank you for your Support! 
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   Cast List 
  
Writer: Nicholas Chong  
Director: Nicholas Chong and Mr. Jeffrey Hsi 
 

Moderator               Asma Alvi 

Jafar                  Matthew Kratenstein 

Evil Queen               Debbie Medina 

Evil Stepmother              Skylar Kettering 

Gaston                  Andrew Cohen 

Maleficent                     Laura Alzate 
 
Villain`     Nicholas Chong 
 
Tinker Bell                     Colleen Poje 
 
Heroine            Catherine Almonte 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Catherine Almonte Nicholas Chong 
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Background: 
 
Chinese drama, similar to that of Taiwanese, Korean and 
Japanese drama, consists of a series of episodes that are 
similar to American soap operas. Chinese drama is usually 
filmed in Cantonese while Taiwanese drama is usually in 
mandarin that incorporate themes of deception and ro-
mance.  However, each type can easily be and are fre-
quently dubbed in another language and mass produced 
in that corresponding country. 
 
Summary: 
 
The Chinese portion of Dinner Theater features a Canton-
ese twist on the standard story of Cinderella.  The play be-
gins at the grand ball where the Prince is supposed to 
choose his bride.  The story plays out in its usual fairytale 
manner until the stroke of midnight.   
 
As Cinderella flees and drops her glass slipper, the evil 
and furtive Villain takes the real glass slipper and ex-
changes it with a size 14 counterpart, barely large enough 
to fit Anastasia, Cinderella's evil stepsister.  It is now up to 
Cinderella and her “fairy godmother” to bring the story 
back on track and expose Anastasia as the fraud that she 
is.  
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Thank you for your Support! 
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 Cast List   
 
Writer: Michael Hung  
Director: Michael Hung  
 
King                                                                  Shery Waheed
             
Duke                Michael Yang 
 
Announcer       Michael Hung 
 
Prince Charming                         Isaac Lee 
 
Stepsister Drizella                     Dan Dan Lu 
 
Stepsister Anastasia                 Kim Femenias 
 
Cinderella              Christina Gerasimovich 
 
Evil Stepmother              Skylar Kettering 
 
Extras         Jake Ciorciari 
            Evan Harris 
              Amy Evron 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Isaac Lee Christina Gerasimovich 
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Background: 
 
Telenovelas, also known as teleseries, are television pro-
grams produced originally in Latin America, transmitted 
through daily episodes with tons of drama. They are simi-
lar to soap operas, although Spanish telenovelas are 
much shorter in length. They normally have a limited num-
ber of episodes that do not pass a hundred or a couple 
hundred within one year. A telenovela is guaranteed over-
acted drama that never seems to end. 
 
Summary: 
 
The Spanish portion of our Dinner Theater begins with the 
Evil Queen speaking to her magic mirror. The mirror 
shocks her by telling the Queen that Snow White still lives. 
Angered that her huntsman had failed, the Queen decides 
to take matters into her own hands. With a clever disguise 
and the poisoned apple, the Queen tricks Snow White, 
who falls put under the spell of “Sleeping Death.” As the 
dwarfs come back from work, they are stunned at what 
happened.  
 
On the other side of town, a spoiled Prince Charming is 
being nagged by his Father to do something with his life. 
Following orders, Prince Charming decides to go off and 
look for Snow White, while unaware that the Villain will go 
to ANY lengths to try and stop him.  

 
B U S IN E SS  N AME  
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Cast List 
 

Writer: Veronica Bohorquez 
Director: Veronica Bohorquez 
Choreographers: Estefania Martinez and Catherine Almonte 
 
Evil Queen      Debbie Medina/Kathleen Theodule 
 
Mirror         Veronica Bohorquez 
 
Snow White        Gabrielle Tsai 
 
Seven Dwarfs:                          
 Doc          Jonathan Gil 
 Grumpy        Carlos Barrero 
 Sneezy           Nathalia Gil 
 Dopey            Eduardo Martinez
 Bashful       Veronica Bohorquez 
 Happy          Laura Alzate 
 Sleepy            Juan Alzate 
 
Prince Charming      Jeremy Cortez 
 
Adoring Ladies       Kim Femenias 
            Dan Dan Lu 
 
King          Tommy Shea 

Gabrielle Tsai Jeremy Cortez 
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Background: 

The Italian play is a blend of traditional acting with opera. 
The Opera is a form of theater in which the drama is con-
veyed mainly through music and singing. It uses many of 
the elements of spoken theater such as scenery, cos-
tumes, & acting.  Singers are accompanied by a musical 
ensemble ranging from a small instrumental ensemble to 
a full symphonic orchestra.  

Summary:  

The Italian portion of our Dinner Theater begins on the day 
that Briar Rose turns sixteen. Her three doting aunts are 
busying themselves by tiding up the cottage for their 
niece’s birthday festivities.  While planning to make the 
perfect dress and perfect cake, the three aunts become 
nostalgic.  Unbeknownst to them however, Briar Rose 
dreams that she will meet her true love one day.   
 
Out of the blue, the Villain comes in and disrupts this 
whimsical tale by leading Briar in the opposite direction of 
Prince Phillip.  Briar Rose gets transported to the 1950’s, 
a land without whimsy and fairytales, and a time filled 
with fast cars and drive-ins.  Will her true love be a 
Greaser, or will the Heroine manage to get her back to her 
fairytale kingdom and into the arms of Prince Phillip?  

 
B U S IN E SS  N AME  
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Thank you for your Support! 
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Cast List 
 
Writer: Christian O’Brien 
Director: Christian O’Brien and Ms. Filomena Spinelli 
 
Briar Rose                                                       Emily Sherman 
           
Fauna                    Michelle Sciortino 
 
Flora                Natalia Palacios 
 
Merryweather                        Nicole Silverstein 
 
Sandy                         Adriana Tringone 
 
Danny                         Frankie Haggerty 
 
Kenickie                   Chanse Scott 
 
Rizzo                     Gabby Arrigo 
 
Cha-Cha     Kristine Profeta 
 
Prince Philip             Christian O’Brien 

Emily Sherman 
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Background: 
 
Bollywood, often known as "Hindi Cinema", is one of the 
largest film producers in the world - twice as many as Hol-
lywood. Bollywood films are usually musicals as there are 
usually at least one song-and-dance number. The songs 
are generally pre-recorded by professional playback sing-
ers with actors lip-synching the words, while dancing. Bol-
lywood film music is called "filmi" music, and dancing in 
Bollywood films is usually modeled on Indian classical 
dance that is often blended with Western dance styles.  
  
Summary: 
 
This Bollywood version of “Beauty and the Beast” starts 
with Belle who searches for her father after his horse re-
turns home without him. Belle ends up at the castle of the 
Beast and offers herself in exchange for her father’s life. 
The Beast agrees and her father is sent back to the vil-
lage. Belle, still upset at her imprisonment, later refuses 
to have dinner with the Beast, enraging him. The night fi-
nally breaks through when the Beast and Belle are about 
to have their first romantic date.   
 
However, the Villain sneaks in and sabotages everything. 
Belle storms out and leaves the Beast feeling hopeless 
about breaking the curse. How is the Heroine going to 
help the Beast win Belle back over? 
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Thank you for your Support! 
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       Cast List 
 

Writer: Fatima Vali 
Director: Fatima Vali and Saba Kabir 
Choreographer: Saba Kabir and Fatima Vali 
 
Belle                                                           Melissa Harnanan 
           
Chip                             Mohammed Ansari 
 
Mrs. Potts                  Samara Bustamante 
 
Lumiere                           Shamayal Jamil 
 
Cogsworth                           Sabah Waheed 
 
Featherduster                            Christina Roopnarine 
 
Beast                          Yaaseen Hossen 
 
   Bollywood Dancers                

  
  

 Melissa Harnanan  Yaaseen Hossen 

Shery Waheed  
Derrick Ward 
Debbie Medina  
Kathleen Theodule 
Sonya Huang  
Nirali Patel 

Samara Bustamante 
Ajmaeen Hossen 
Nadia Khan  
Lanyah Johnson 
Veronica Bohorquez 
Nazahah Dar 

Nadia Khan  
Richard  Murray 
Steven Persuad 
Derrick Ward 
Shery Waheed  
Ann Starling 
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Background: 
 
Hebrew theatre is young: only three-quarters of a century 
separate the first professional Hebrew production in 1918 
and current theater events in Tel Aviv, Israel's theater 
capital. The almost total lack of theater traditions demon-
strates a particularly strong link between Israeli reality 
and universal theatricality. Whereas any theater tradition 
may have similar claims to such socio-artistic characteris-
tics, the rapid development of Hebrew theater is peculiarly 
linked with the secularization of the Jewish people and the 
revival of the Hebrew language in the last 100 years.  
  
Summary: 
 
We open the Hebrew portion of Dinner Theater just as 
Aladdin awakens outside the Cave of Wonders, where he 
finds that sneaky Abu has stolen a lamp. To Aladdin’s sur-
prise, as he rubs the lamp, a genie appears. The genie 
has the capability to grant Aladdin any three wishes he 
desires.  
 
But just as Aladdin attempts to make his first wish, the 
Villain tricks Aladdin into wishing to be a princess. Undo-
ing this wish wouldn’t be a problem if the lamp hadn’t 
been stolen … so until then Aladdin is stuck in “a whole 
new world”… under the sea! Will Aladdin ever retrieve his 
lamp and return to normal, or will he be stuck as a mer-
maid princess forever? 
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       Cast List 
 

Writer: Amy Evron 
Director: Amy Evron 
 
Aladdin                                                               Jake Ciorciari 
           
Abu                               Michelle Citron 
 
Genie                             David Greenberg 
 
Ariel                           Chloe Steindam 
 
Sebastian                                 Evan Harris 
 
Jasmine                                Blake Teramo 
 
Extras                    Shery Waheed 
                Asma Alvi 
        Kim Femenias 
              Amy Evron 
        Michael Hung 
      

 Jake Ciorciari        David Greenberg     Chloe Steindam 



 PAGE 18 

Th
an

k 
yo

u 
fo

r y
ou

r S
up

po
rt

! 
B U S IN E SS  N AME  

PAGE 19  
Thank you for your Support! 


